Introduction:
In our recent Project to Improve Student Outcomes (PISO) initiative, the team wanted to discover what students really made of their first year of study -and how they had experienced the transition into their second. In collecting our data, the team wanted to use a methodology that allowed students to give an holistic account of their experiences, encompassing a wider view of student life. Using image mediated dialogue (IMD), the team engaged with a cross section of the student body, allowing the 'hard to reach' students to have a voice -sharing their experiences -using rich pictures to seed their introspection and their discussions (Palus and Drath, 2001 ). The project's intention is to allow these students to have a say and an impact on the development of learning and teaching practice at our University. This is in line with our commitment to approaches to engagement, learning, teaching and assessment that excite, challenge and give voice to 'all' students.
In a collaboration between lecturers and two postgraduate students, here the team tell the stories of this project within a project in our own images, using the comic book format to highlight both the process of using IMD to collect data, as well as to reflect upon the experiences of the students who conducted the research -the challenges they met during the process, their growth, and their discoveries about the research -and themselves.
Conclusion
The students who participated in the research chose pictures that they felt represented their worst and best experiences of their first year of University. They were engaged in the process and the data collected covered a wide range of topics, including the importance of social relationships, feeling part of a community of University students, and having supportive and non-judgemental lecturers. The team believe that the use of IMD allowed each student to give their unique account of their own experience, putting the picture in the middle, and letting it inspire, guide and focus their accounts.
The caged bees in the beginning of the comic are finally released after the team had conducted the focus group and written our report. This aims to signify both the development of the first year students and the release of their potential -and the impact the project had on the students who were involved in collecting data, writing the report -and finally -making this comic book. The team found that doing the project gave them a sense of empowerment. They felt proud for being able to collaborate so closely -in an equal and inclusive manner -with our lecturers, and the fleeing bees represent our newfound independence to go on to engage in the opportunities that await us, both within our University, and outside.
